
YAB Madness Basketball Game 
The 5th Annual Youth Advisory Board “YAB” Basketball Game took place on Thursday, March 21, 2024 at the 

Martin Center in Canton. The friendly competition between foster youth and staff from the Division of Children 

Services resulted in a score of 39 to 37, with staff winning for the second year in a row!  

 

It was a fun-filled night of camaraderie and activities. More 

than 80 people filled the stands to cheer for their friends, 

family, and colleagues. At halftime and after the game, 

everyone was invited on the court for dancing and shooting 

hoops.   

 

Thank you to everyone who made this event possible, from 

the players to the spectators! Through admission and 

concession sales, YAB raised $303 to be used for 

laundromat expenses and to purchase gift cards. 

Wear Blue Day 
On Wednesday, April 10, 2024 we recognized National Child Abuse Prevention Month, a time dedicated to 

raising awareness about child abuse and strengthening families. The day kicked off with Stark County 

Commissioners Janet Weir Creighton, Richard Regula, and Bill Smith presenting a proclamation to Tricia Mayle, 

Deputy Director of Children. We also joined Project KARE again this year to host Wear Blue Day, which 

encourages residents to wear something blue in an effort to spread awareness about the prevention of child abuse 

and neglect in our community. Those who wore blue were invited to share their photos on social media using the 

tag #StarkWearsBlue.  To view photos posted by our agency, visit Facebook.com/SCJFS.  
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Foster Parent Banquet to be Held on May 17th 

Don’t forget to mark your calendar and submit your RSVP for the 2024 Foster Parent Appreciation Banquet - we 

don’t want you to miss out on this exciting night on the town! The banquet is scheduled to take place on Friday, 

May 17, 2024 at La Pizzaria, 3656 Dressler Rd. NW, Canton, Ohio 44718. Last year’s event was a success 

because of the great food, friends, and fun and we are confident this year will be even better!  We can’t wait to 

see you there!  

Foster Parent Roundtable on June 3rd - Earn a $25 Gift Card! 

Mark your calendars, we want to hear from you! Join us at a special roundtable discussion to share your ideas 

and feelings about foster parent recruitment and retention. Your feedback will help us learn how to identify and 

license more local families, so we can continue to provide safe and loving homes to children in need.  

 

Because your input is valuable, we will provide a $25 

Amazon gift card to each household in attendance!   

A complimentary dinner will be served during this 

event. Please note that this invitation is for adults only; 

childcare will not be available. 

 

We appreciate all you do for Stark County children  

and look forward to seeing you at the roundtable 

discussion! Please submit your RSVP by May 27, 2024 

to 330-451-8247 or Sharmalee.Flott@jfs.ohio.gov. 

April 2024 

mailto:Jennifer.Loomis@jfs.ohio.gov


 

 

Dads: A night for foster, adoptive, and kinship dads  

• 1st Monday of month, 7-9 p.m. at GentleBrook Sportsplex in Hartville 

• For additional questions, contact brian@hopebridgeohio.org 

 Care + Connect: A night of support, encouragement, & 

connection for foster, adoptive, and kinship moms 

• 3rd Tuesday of month, 7-9 p.m. at Evermore Community Church in Hartville 

• 2nd Thursday of month, 7-9 p.m. at North Canton Chapel in North Canton 

 Woven Families: For foster, adoptive, and kinship families 

walking through difficult circumstances 

• 2nd Wednesday of month, 9:30 a.m. & 4th Friday of month, 6:30 p.m. at 

Zion UCC in North Canton 

 Support for Single Moms: Join other single moms for a night 

of support, connection, & fellowship 

• Every Wednesday, 6-8 p.m. at Louisville Church of Christ in Louisville 

• For additional questions, contact Terri at 330-447-1137 

 Care & Connect: A group to connect foster, adoptive, and 

kinship families serving vulnerable children 

• 2nd Monday of month, 6:30-8:00 p.m. at Church of the Lakes in Canton 

• For additional information, contact 330-499-8972 

Join a Group Event with Hope Bridge 
Our friends at Hope Bridge want to help you get connected to local 

community and support groups! They offer several meet-ups 

throughout the area, all of which are free to join. Below are some 

of the events taking place in Stark County. For more information 

about the organization, visit https://HopeBridgeOhio.org.   
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